
 

NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL #2 
TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2014, 7:30 P.M.  

CITY HALL COMMUNITY ROOM 
2929 TAPO CANYON ROAD 

 
AGENDA 

 
NC #2 Chair Robert McLaren 
NC #2 Vice Chair Peter Carrube 
NC #2 Secretary Jacqueline Slade 
NC Coordinator Jennifer Santos 
City Council Liaison Council Member Mike Judge 
 

 
 

2929 Tapo Canyon Road, Simi Valley, CA 93063-2199        805.583.6756        www.simivalley.org 
 

15/06-14 

 

1. Call to Order/Welcome/Pledge of Allegiance 

2. Agenda Review 

3. Approval of Minutes 

4. Correspondence 

5. Public Statements/Comments 
This is the time allotted for public statements or comments on matters within the subject matter 
and jurisdiction of the Executive Board.  Statements and comments are limited to no more than 
five (5) minutes per speaker.  

6. Informational Presentation 

a. Overview of the Under One Roof Project 

7. Continued Business: None 

8. New Business 

Review of a request to amend the Limited Farm Animal Overlay provisions and 
allow an existing wildlife rehabilitation facility on a 20,000 sq. ft. residential lot, 
located at 352 Genial Court 

9. Executive Board Comments 
This is the time allotted for Executive Board member statements or comments on matters within 
the subject matter and jurisdiction of the Neighborhood Councils, to request a future agenda item, 
or to give an Ad Hoc Committee Report.  This is also the time to make any announcements 
related to community events and other items of interest. 



 

If any interested individual has a disability that may require accommodation to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the Neighborhood Council Coordinator at 
(805) 583-6756.  Upon advance notification, reasonable arrangements will be made to 
provide accessibility to the meeting. 
15/06-14 

 

10. Neighborhood Council Coordinator’s Report 

11.  Adjournment: Tuesday, August 12, 2014 

 
 
 
/s/      
Mark Oyler 
Deputy Director/Citizen Services 
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DRAFT MINUTES 
 
1. Call to Order/Welcome/Pledge of Allegiance 

 
Chair Bruce Jarrin called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  Secretary Jacqueline 
Slade confirmed that a quorum was present. 
 
Peter Carrube P Janelle (Jan) Simith P  
Jim Clement P Vacant  
Bruce Jarrin A Vacant  
Nancy Kidd P Vacant  
Robert McLaren P Vacant  
Annette Menne A Vacant  
Jacqueline Slade P P=Present; E=Excused; A=Absent 

 
2. Agenda Review 

 
By consensus of the Executive Board, the agenda was approved as presented. 

 
3. Approval of Minutes  

 
A motion to approve the March 11, 2014 minutes as presented was made by Jan 
Smith and seconded by Jim Clement.  The motion passed unanimously.  A 
summary of information originally scheduled for the April 8, 2014 meeting was 
provided for information only. 
 

4. Correspondence: None 
 
5. Public Statements/Comments: None 

 
6. Informational Presentation 
 

a. National Public Works Week – Open House/Tours, May 22, 2014 
 

James Langley, Deputy Director/Sanitation Services, Alan Krieger, Plant 
Operations Manager, and Nicholas Steffen, Lead Plant Operator III for 
Sanitation Services Division of the Public Works Department, announced 
the upcoming National Public Works Week.  The event is a public 
campaign to educate communities on the importance of how public works 
contributes to their daily lives.    
 
All three staff members provided an overview of the different divisions 
within the Department and its functions and operations.  The seven 
divisions include Administration Services, Maintenance, Engineering, 
Environmental Compliance, Sanitation Services, Waterworks, and Water 
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Conservation.  Each division works in conjunction with one another to 
maintain the physical infrastructure of the City and provide engineering for 
all modes of transportation within the City. The Department provides civil 
engineering for various capital projects, traffic engineering to improve and 
maintain the City's traffic flow systems and the abatement of graffiti.  Staff 
maintains parkway trees and landscaping, streets and roads and public 
buildings such as city hall, the police department, and library. Public 
Works is also responsible for maintenance of City-owned vehicles and 
equipment. 

Some of the City’s sewage lines are over 50 years old and additional 
funding is needed to replace the piping.  Upgrades are projected to cost 
approximately $80 million, and prior increases to raise sewage fees have 
been unsuccessful.  However, at some point the increase in sewage rates 
will be necessary to upgrade the infrastructure. 
 

7. Continued Business: None 
 

8. New Business: None 
 

9. Executive Board Member Comments 

Jim Clement encouraged everyone to visit the Vietnam Traveling Memorial Wall 
on Thursday, May 22, at the Rancho Tapo Community Park. 

Nancy Kidd stated the Simi Valley Vintage Dance Society presented Victorian 
Quadrilles on Saturday, May 10.  She also requested for a second time to have a 
presentation about the City’s efforts to become more environmentally 
sustainable.  Jennifer Santos, Neighborhood Council Coordinator provided 
Cynthia Sabatini’s contact information.  Ms. Kidd stated that she enjoyed herself 
at the Simi Valley Volunteer Appreciation Dinner on Thursday, April 22.    

Peter Carrube stated that he will attend a meeting for the Task Force on 
Homelessness to provide recommendations regarding the issues with criminal 
activities among homeless.   
  

10. Neighborhood Council Coordinator’s Report 

Jennifer Santos reported that the Neighborhood Council Executive Board 
recruitment concluded with the submittal of 26 applications.  Six applications 
were received to fill the six vacancies for the Executive Board of Neighborhood 
Council #2.  Ms. Santos stated that Lonnie Eldridge was appointed to serve as 
the new City Attorney.  Mr. Eldridge will begin work on Tuesday, June 10.  Mayor 
Bob Huber will host a town hall meeting on Saturday, May 17 from 10 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. at the Simi Valley Town Center.  The occasion allows opportunities 
for residents to meet one-on-one with the Mayor to ask questions and discuss 
any concerns regarding their City government.  The Simi Valley Council on Aging 
will host their 10th Annual Wellness Expo on Wednesday, May 21 from 8:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 p.m. at the Simi Valley Senior Center.  Ms. Santos also announced that 
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there will be a Neighborhood Council #2 meeting on Tuesday, June 10 to discuss 
a development application for a wildlife rehabilitation facility.

 
11. Adjournment: Tuesday, June 10, 2014, 7:30 p.m.  

By the consensus of the Executive Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 
p.m. 
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The applicant also proposes to continue keeping: a crippled barn owl that is used for 
educational presentations and a coyote and a bobcat that, cannot survive in the wild, 
which are used for scent marking blankets for very young cubs.  This is allowed per her 
Federal permit. 
 
The applicant has operated a Wildlife Rehabilitation facility specializing in the care, 
rehabilitation and release of wild animals for over 16 years.  The facility operates with 
the required “Wildlife Rehabilitation Permit”: from the State Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (Attachment 2, page 15) and the required “Fish and Wildlife Permit” from the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service (Attachment 3, page 48).  The specialized 
nature of this facility is reflected in the State permit application requirements which 
include:   
 
a. The applicant having worked a minimum of 400 hours in a two-year period at a State 

permitted wildlife rehabilitation facility, 
b. Letters of recommendation from the nearest two wildlife rehabilitation facilities 

showing the need for the new facility, and 
c. A sponsoring veterinarian who will oversee the diagnosis, medication, and surgical 

procedures for animals at the facility.   
 
The subject facility has met all State and Federal permit requirements, as reflected in 
the attached, approved permits. 
 
The Bridle Path Homeowners Association (HOA) has endorsed the applicant’s request 
by voting to amend its Covenants Contracts and Regulations (CC&Rs) to allow limited 
wildlife rehabilitation facilities by a vote of 454 to 43.  The “Yes” votes met the required 
2/3rds majority of all 630 HOA households, needed to amend the HOA CC&Rs (420 
Yes votes needed).  Of the voting households, 91-percent supported the amendment 
(Attachment 4, page 51). 

 
Facility Operations 
 
Wild animals are received by the facility upon referral by Ventura Animal Control, 
Moorpark Animal Control, and other agencies.  Animals are received after determining 
that they cannot be left in-place to reintegrate naturally with their surroundings.  Facility 
operations can be characterized in three phases as shown below. 

 
1. Examination and quarantine.  Arriving animals are brought inside the house’s three-
car garage where they are examined, injuries are treated, and then quarantined for a 
period from eight days to nine months, depending upon specie, age, and injury, but a 
common length is two weeks (refer to Garage Floor Plan Exhibit).  Local veterinarians 
(i.e., Conejo Valley Veterinary Clinic) have committed to provide medical care, x-rays, 
surgery and humane euthanasia as necessary.   
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A written record is required to be kept on each animal being cared for, through final 
disposition.  If an animal dies of a specific disease, then the State Department of Fish 
and Game office must be notified within 24 hours.  Animals that cannot be returned to 
the wild, may be placed with a permitted facility or a zoo per this facility’s separate, 
educational permit.   
 
2. Rehabilitation.  After quarantine, animals are placed in a rehabilitation or pre-release 
enclosure, which are cages with heavy gauge chain link flooring (buried), walls and a 
roof that is partially covered (refer to Enclosure Areas 3 through 6 on the Site Plan).  
The rehabilitating animals are not displayed to the public, kept in a quiet environment, 
and have minimal human contact to facilitate return to the wild. 
 
3. Release.  When they are ready, animals are released into appropriate wild areas.  
They are not released into the surrounding area unless they originated in this area.  No 
animal that is determined to be a nuisance may be accepted, possessed or released.  
All animals must be released into the wild, transferred to a permitted facility, or 
humanely euthanized.  Facility records from 2010 through 2012, submitted to the State 
Department of Fish and Wildlife shows that this facility has held an average of 425 wild 
animals per year including, but not limited to: bobcats, owls, coyotes, crows, ducks, 
raccoons, opossums, ravens, and hawks. 

 
Facility Maintenance 
 
Enclosures are cleaned daily and waste disposed of in the same manner as domestic 
waste.  Cage washing is done over a permeable surface so wash water is retained on 
the site.  Currently, one of two volunteers comes to the site once per week to help 
maintain the facility.   
 
The facility is subject to annual inspections by the State Department of Fish and Game.  
As part of this application review, the facility was inspected by a City Environmental 
Section planner who has worked at a similar, State permitted, wildlife rehabilitation 
facility; City Public Works Environmental Compliance Division staff; and an Animal 
Control Officer from Ventura County Animal Control, who all concluded that the facility 
was clean and well-organized.  The Case Planner visited the site two additional times 
with minimal notice and found no waste odors from the grounds or noticeable flies, 
which indicates a cleanly kept facility.  The current level of facility maintenance will 
continue to be provided in the future. 
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III. Project Compatibility 
 
The site is surrounded by single family residences that are on lots with a minimum 
20,000 square feet, which are zoned Low Density Residential with a Limited Animal 
Overlay zone.  Lots on either side of the facility also have barns and corrals.   
 
The facility would not generate sound or odors that conflict with the residential 
neighborhood in that, the facility requires a quiet environment and minimal human 
interaction with the animals to facilitate release back into the natural environment; while 
animal health requires keeping the facility clean with daily cleaning of cages.  A joint 
inspection by the City’s Code Enforcement staff and a Humane Society Officer found 
that, an animal smell was noticeable adjacent to the side property line fence, but was 
not at an objectionable level and consistent with odors that would be found on 
properties with permitted dogs, burros, donkeys, Columbiformes (i.e., pigeons and 
grouse), ducks, goats, horses, llamas, mules, ponies, and rabbits that are permitted in 
this L-Overlay zone.  One complaint was filed regarding the keeping of a coyote as 
discussed in Issues below.  However, no complaints have been filed regarding facility 
operations (e.g., noise, odors, visual blight, etc.). 
 
IV. Issues 
 
A complaint was filed when a caged coyote was observed at the site.  Upon 
investigation by City Code Enforcement staff and Humane Society staff, the applicant, 
Ms. Reams, was found to have the required State permits to care for the coyote.  
However, this facility was found to be in violation of the Bridle Path Homeowner 
Association CC&Rs and the City Municipal Code.  Since being notified of the violations, 
the applicant has been successful in an HOA vote to amend the HOA’s CC&Rs to allow 
the facility (see above) and has filed this application for City approval of this facility. 
 
V. Environmental Review 
 
An Initial Study was prepared for the project in accordance with the State California 
Environmental Quality Act.  The Initial Study identified mitigation measures that would 
reduce the impacts to a point where clearly no significant effects would occur.  The 
mitigation measures include monitoring of construction equipment emissions, 
monitoring and permitting requirements to protect sensitive species/habitat, and 
archaeological resources management.  There is no substantial evidence that the 
project as revised may have a significant effect on the environment.  Therefore, a 
Mitigated Negative Declaration will be presented to the Planning Commission for 
approval. 
 
VI. Exhibits 
 
See attached. 
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Amendment ........................................................................................... 17 
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Neighborhood Councils Representative Report 

Name of representative: Peter Carrube 
NC #: 2 
Board or Commission: Task Force on Homelessness / Crime Prevention 
Description:  Provide recommendations to address and prevent 

criminal activities amongst the homeless within the 
community. 
  

Meeting date: May 22, 2014 
Actions taken: Overview of an 8 Step program was discussed.  The 

program was formed by Police Commander Joseph 
May and City staff to abate illegal homeless 
encampments throughout the City.  It is estimated that 
up to 60 people live in the encampments.  Abatement 
of the encampments is recommended to begin in 
November, when the Public Action to Deliver Shelter 
program (PADS) commences. 
 
The 8 Step program covers: 
 
1: Provide outreach with the homeless about the 
abatement so they can look for alternate 
accommodations, as well as inform them of the social 
services available. 
 
2 & 3: Social service case workers will go to the 
encampments and offer the services available. 
 
4: The homeless are given a 72 hour notice about the 
abatement. 
 
5: Abatement is activated and the encampments are 
removed. 
 
6 & 7: Follow up and observe that the encampments 
don’t reestablish. 
 
8: Find the new encampments and start the process 
over again. 
 
 
Mr. Carrube asked the homeless who do not wish to 
take advantage of the offered services.  Commander 
May stated that each case will be handled individually.   
 
 
 



Neighborhood Councils Representative Report 

The subcommittee also discussed the idea of 
providing business owners a “What to Do” brochure to 
assist with interacting with the homeless.  The 
brochure would provide key points to address 
trespassing on private property, and what steps to 
take, when to call the police, how to watch out for 
fellow businesses.   

Items of interest to the 
NCs, if any: 

N/A 

Next meeting date and 
time: 

N/A 

 




