
 
NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL #1 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2017, 7:30 P.M.  
CITY HALL COMMUNITY ROOM 

2929 TAPO CANYON ROAD  
 

AGENDA 
 

NC #1 Chair Tracy Ford 
NC #1 Vice Chair Joyce Erdman 
NC #1 Secretary Bernie Riedel 
NC Coordinator Emily Habib 
City Council Liaison Mayor Pro Tem Mike Judge 

 

 
 
 
      

 
2929 Tapo Canyon Road, Simi Valley, CA 93063-2199        805.583.6756        www.simivalley.org 

 
30/8-17 
 

 

1. Call to Order/Welcome/Pledge of Allegiance/Introductions 

2. Agenda Review 

3. Approval of Minutes 

4. Correspondence 

5. Public Statements/Comments 

This is the time allotted for public statements or comments on matters within the subject matter and 
jurisdiction of the Executive Board not on the agenda.  Statements and comments are limited to no more 
than five (5) minutes per speaker. 

6. Informational Presentations: None 
 

7. New Business 

a. Discussion of a City-initiated Municipal Code Amendment on proposed marijuana 
standards, whether or not to: 

i. Permit, with standards, the indoor cultivation of plants for adult personal or 
qualified patient medical use 

ii. Prohibit outdoor cultivation 

iii. Prohibit marijuana land uses, operations and activities 

iv. Permit medical marijuana deliveries only to qualified patients within the City 

b. Election of Officers 



If any interested individual has a disability that may require accommodation to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the Neighborhood Council Coordinator at (805) 583-6756.  Upon 
advance notification, reasonable arrangements will be made to provide accessibility to the 
meeting. 
 
30/8-17 

 
 

8. Neighborhood Council Coordinator’s Report 
 
9. Executive Board Comments 

This is the time allotted for Executive Board member statements or comments on matters within the subject 
matter and jurisdiction of the Neighborhood Councils, to request a future agenda item, or to give an Ad Hoc 
Committee Report.  This is also the time to make any announcements related to community events and 
other items of interest. 

 
10. Adjournment: Thursday, October 5, 2017, 7:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
/s/       
Anna M. Medina 
Deputy Community Services Director 
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DRAFT MINUTES 
 
1. Call to Order/Pledge of Allegiance/Welcome 

Vice Chair Joyce Erdman called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m.  Secretary Bernie 
Riedel confirmed that a quorum was present.   
 

Ted Bagley  P Dan Kirk P 
Don Diamond E Dennis Lea P 
Karen Diaz E Joyce Erdman P 
Monique Giuffre P Tracy Ford E 
Steve Kahle E Bernie Riedel P 
Gary King P Vacant  
Paula Miller-Kershaw E P=Present; E=Excused; A=Absent 

  
2. Agenda Review 

By consensus of the Executive Board, the agenda was approved as presented. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes  

A motion was made by Gary King and seconded by Dan Kirk to approve the July 6, 2017 
minutes as presented.  The motion passed unanimously.  
 

4. Correspondence: None 
 

5. Public Statements/Comments 

A member of the public asked about the timetable for bringing the review of the proposed 
marijuana ordinance to the Neighborhood Councils. Emily Habib will look into this and 
contact her with the information.  
 

6. Informational Presentation 

a. HOPE: Animal Assisted Crisis Response - Support for people affected by personal 
crises and natural disasters 

Sara Jane and Chantal Chelin were in attendance in addition to their dogs Bailey 
and Maverick.  They described the program, which unofficially begin in 1988 after 
a handler and her therapy dog responded to a local school shooting in Oregon in 
hopes of giving some comfort to the traumatized children.  It was founded in 1999 
and the first event the handlers and dogs responded to was the World Trade 
Center attack, giving comfort to victims and emergency responders alike.  

There are now over 250 handler/dog teams in 30 states.  The program is funded at 
the national level and does not do any fundraising locally.  Both dog and handler 
must be trained in all aspects of crisis response including how to move through 
airports and other transportation on their way to such events, which can last from a 
few days to many months.  Other events they respond to include: wildfires; school, 
workplace and other shootings; line of duty memorials; military events; hurricanes; 
floods and train crashes such as the most recent local Metrolink crash. 
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7. New Business: None 
 

8. Neighborhood Council Coordinator’s Report 

Emily Habib discussed the current recruitment, noting that Neighborhood Council #1 will 
have four openings and now has six applicants.  She also informed the Executive Board 
that the update of the Neighborhood Council Bylaws was approved by the City Council on 
July 24, 2017.  The revised Bylaws will go into effect on September 7, 2017. 

 
9.  Executive Board Comments 

Dennis Lea noted that a project previously reviewed by Neighborhood Council #1, 37 
attached townhomes at the southeast corner of Country Club Drive and Mahogany Lane, 
is under construction. 

10. Adjournment: Thursday, September 7, 2017, 7:30 p.m. 

By consensus of the Executive Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:17 p.m.  
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The Municipal Code does not specifically permit the adult cultivation of personal 
recreational marijuana and commercial recreational marijuana land uses as either a 
permitted or conditional land use in any zoning district within the City. If the use is not 
enumerated as a permitted or conditional land use in the Municipal Code’s zoning 
regulations, it is not permitted. Without sufficient Municipal Code standards that are 
expressly enforceable pursuant to adoption of a new permanent ordinance, there is 
potential for ambiguity that may create a significant effect upon the public’s health, 
safety, and welfare from inadequate marijuana standards. 
 
Based on the City’s past experiences with amending the Municipal Code to expressly 
prohibit medical marijuana uses, operations, and activities consistent with the provisions 
of the California Compassionate Use Act, the proposed Municipal Code Amendment 
could similarly prohibit the adult outdoor cultivation of personal recreational marijuana 
plants at residences and all commercial recreational marijuana uses.  However, the 
proposed Municipal Code Amendment will include provisions to permit the 
indoor cultivation of medical marijuana plants within residences or in accessory 
structures at residences. 
 
II. Proposition 64’s Control, Regulate, and Tax Adult Use of Marijuana Act 
 
California voters enacted the Proposition 64 Control, Regulate, and Tax Adult Use of 
Marijuana Act (AUMA) on November 9, 2016.  The AUMA legalizes California adults to 
cultivate marijuana plants indoors or outdoors at their private residences.  It also 
establishes a statewide regulatory licensing system to permit commercial marijuana 
uses, operations, and activities.  The commercial recreational marijuana uses, 
operations, and activities will not commence until the State begins issuing licenses for 
each use which is to be after January 1, 2018. 
 
In Simi Valley, 59,814 ballots were received by City residents resulting in 30,479 
(50.96%) voting yes and 27,193 (45.46%) voting no for Proposition 64.  The remaining 
2,142 (3.58%) did not vote for Proposition 64. 
 
Under the Proposition 64’s AUMA, qualified patients maintain their existing rights of 
personal use of medical marijuana in accordance with 996 California Proposition 215’s 
Compassionate Use Act and subsequent adopted related State laws.  Currently, the 
Municipal Code bans all commercial medical marijuana land uses.   
 
Adult Cultivation of Personal Recreational Marijuana:  The AUMA legalizes adults 21 
years or older to personally cultivate a maximum of six live marijuana plants inside 
(indoors) an enclosed and secured private residence, inside an accessory structure on 
the grounds of the residence, or outdoor area on the residence’s property.  The 
marijuana must not be visible by normal unaided vision from a public place.  A “private 
residence” is defined as including: a house, an apartment unit, a mobile home, or other 
similar dwelling.  Also, it is legal for adults to smoke, ingest marijuana products, and to 
possess, transport, purchase, obtain, or give away without compensation of any sort.  
The personal use possession per person is limited to: not more than 28.5 grams of 
marijuana (not concentrated from cannabis); four to eight grams of concentrated 
marijuana (including that contained in products such as edibles); and six live marijuana 
plants.  It is illegal to sell personal marijuana. 
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In accordance with the AUMA, city and county local governments may “reasonably 
regulate” the adult indoor cultivation of personal marijuana plants at a private 
residences or its accessory structure.  Local governments may also regulate or prohibit 
the adult outdoor cultivation of personal marijuana plants on the property of its 
residence.  Urgency Ordinance No. 1266 currently contains a ban on outdoor cultivation 
of recreational marijuana on any residence property.  The Neighborhood Council may 
consider recommending to the City Council whether or not to continue the 
current bans prohibiting the outdoor cultivation of any personal recreational or 
medical marijuana plants on properties containing residences.  The proposed 
Municipal Code Amendment will include provisions to permit the indoor 
cultivation of a maximum six live marijuana plants inside residences and 
accessory structures on the properties of residences. 
 
Commercial Recreational Marijuana Land Uses, Operations, Activities:  The AUMA 
allows for the potential establishments of many new commercial recreation marijuana 
cultivators, manufacturers, distributers, transporters for deliveries, and dispensaries. 
Also, the AUMA creates a State regulatory structure, licensing system, and enforcement 
provisions for the commercial recreational marijuana cultivation, processing, 
manufacture, distribution, testing, sale, and delivery. 
 
Under the AUMA, city and county governments have authority to regulate or ban 
commercial recreational marijuana uses, operations, and activities.  Urgency Ordinance 
No. 1266 currently bans all commercial marijuana uses, operations, and activities, 
whether for profit or not for profit, in every zoning district, overlay district, specific plan or 
other areas within the City, including but not limited to: cultivation, processing, 
manufacturers, testing laboratories, labeling facilities, warehousing, storage, 
distributers, retailers, wholesalers, microbusinesses, deliveries, collectives, and 
cooperatives.  The Neighborhood Council may consider recommending to the City 
Council whether or not to continue the current bans on all commercial 
recreational marijuana or medical marijuana land uses, operations, and activities.  
The proposed Municipal Code Amendment will include provisions to permit only 
the delivery medical marijuana from out-of-town State-licensed dispensaries to 
qualified patients at his or her residence. 
 
Recreational Marijuana Restrictions:  The following summarizes several AUMA 
recreational marijuana restrictions: 
 

 City and county local government cannot prohibit the transportation of 
commercial recreational marijuana as well as medical marijuana or 
marijuana products on public roads between entities licensed by State. 
 

 Smoking and consumption of recreational marijuana is prohibited in a 
public place; within 1,000 feet of schools, daycare facilities, or youth 
centers; or while driving or riding in a vehicle. 
 

 The manufacture of concentrated recreational marijuana with any volatile 
solvent is prohibited, except for manufactures licensed by the State. 
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 Property owners may prohibit the possession or use of recreational 
medical marijuana on their property subject to tenancy laws for renters. 
 

 Employers may prohibit the use of marijuana by their employees. 
 
Marijuana Standards of Other Local Governments in Ventura County:  A summary of 
the status of recreational marijuana standards of the other city and county local 
governments in Ventura County is attached.  In general, several cities are considering 
continuing or adopting permanent standards banning commercial recreational marijuana 
uses in their jurisdictions.  The Fillmore City Council voted to reaffirm their ban on 
commercial recreational and medical marijuana uses on August 8, 2017.  The Oxnard 
City Council and the Ventura County Board of Supervisors voted to take “go slow” 
approaches on adopting standards for commercial medical marijuana uses until they 
have further studied how other local governments are addressing marijuana standards.  
 
The Thousand Oaks City Council has initiated a municipal code amendment to allow 
one marijuana testing facility and one medical marijuana dispensary (by appointment 
only) in an industrial zone.  The Port Hueneme City Council adopted a permanent 
ordinance to allow commercial marijuana land uses, operations, and activities. 
 
III. Environmental Review 
 
Adoption of a permanent ordinance for the proposed Municipal Code Amendment 
meets the standards set forth in Section 15061(b)(3) of the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA), and is exempt under CEQA. 
 
Attachments: Summary of Marijuana Standards of Local Governments in Ventura County 
 Urgency Ordinance No. 1266 (Recreational Marijuana Moratorium) 
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Jurisdictions Status 

Camarillo City Council adopted an urgency ordinance on December 14, 2016, extending
moratorium on commercial recreational marijuana uses and outdoor marijuana
cultivation. Permanent ordinance on marijuana standards to be considered in future. 

Fillmore City Council adopted an urgent ordinance on October 15, 2016 (effective upon 
passage of Proposition 64), amending municipal code to include standards prohibiting 
marijuana dispensaries and deliveries. Indoor cultivation of personal marijuana 
subject to obtaining a cultivation plan permit in compliance with reasonable standards. 
On August 8, 2017, the City Council voted to reaffirm current ban on commercial 
medical and recreational marijuana uses. 

Moorpark Current municipal code allows indoor cultivation of maximum six marijuana plants for 
personal medical use by qualified patients or recreational use by adults at his or her 
residence. Outdoor marijuana cultivation and all commercial medical and recreational 
marijuana uses are banned.  

Ojai Current municipal code bans all outdoor cultivation of marijuana, consumption of 
marijuana in public places, and deliveries of commercial recreational marijuana. Non-
retail storefront medical marijuana dispensaries and medical marijuana deliveries are 
allowed subject to obtaining approval of a permit. 

Oxnard In April 2017, the City Council voted to take a “go slow” approach to marijuana 
regulations and directed staff to draft a future municipal code amendment to allow 
deliveries of medical marijuana to qualified patients and to ban commercial 
recreational marijuana uses. Municipal code currently bans outdoor cultivation of 
marijuana and medical marijuana dispensaries. 

Point Hueneme City Council adopted ordinance amending municipal code and resolution containing 
implementation procedures to allow outdoor medical marijuana cultivation by qualified 
patients at his or her residence subject to a city-issued ministerial permit, a 
cumulative cultivation area of 75 square feet within a secured fenced side or rear yard 
provided required minimum setbacks are maintained along with other various 
standards. Also, commercial retail sales, indoor cultivation, delivery services, 
manufacturing, and testing services of medical marijuana are permitted uses subject 
to city-issued certificates of approvals complying with various standards. 

Santa Paula City Council adopted resolution on July 17, 2017, to create an ad hoc committee with 
two councilmembers to develop recommendations on the consumption, sales, 
transportation, cultivation, manufacturing, testing, distribution, and dispensing of 
marijuana within the framework of California’s Proposition 64. 

Thousand Oaks City Council adopted resolution on July 11, 2017, to initiate a municipal code 
amendment for future consideration of standards to allow one marijuana testing 
facility and one medical marijuana dispensary within an industrial zoning district. The 
dispensary will be subject to an approval process, customer-only appointments 
between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. (i.e., no walk-in retail sales without 
appointment), and provisions for security measures. 

Ventura City Council adopted an urgency ordinance on January 9, 2017, extending 
moratorium banning all recreational marijuana cultivation and all commercial 
recreational non-medical uses. Permanent ordinance on marijuana standards to be 
considered in future. 

County of 

Ventura 

No commercial recreational marijuana uses are permitted. The Board of Supervisors 
has adopted a “go slow” approach on allowing medical marijuana uses. In March 
2017, the Board of Supervisors did not reach a consensus on a proposed municipal 
code amendment to allow limited cultivation and medical dispensaries. 

 


























